Georgia Board of
Health Care Workforce

Proposed FY26 Loan Repayment Recipients for Board Review



The Georgia Board of Health Care Workforce offers the
Nurse Faculty Loan Repayment Program (NFLRP),
providing awards of up to $25,000 to nurse faculty in
exchange for two years of full-time teaching (40 hours per

week) in Georgia. The State of Georgia funds the program.

Proposed Recipients are as Follows:

Name Employment City Award Amount
Rachel Lynn Sikes, MSN Southeastern Technical College Vidalia $25,000.00
Tonya Ladane Jewell, DPN South Georgia State College Douglas / Waycross $25,000.00
Lauren Rowell, MSN Coastal Pines Technical College Jesup $25,000.00
Amanda Moss, MSN North Georgia Technical College Clarkesville $25,000.00
Mary Ellen Ortiz-Jordan, MSN Southern Regional Technical College Tifton $25,000.00
Margaret Christian Daniels, MSN Middle Georgia State University Cochran, Dublin, Warner Robins $25,000.00
Amanda Llyn Parkerson, MSN Middle Georgia State University Cochran, Dublin, Warner Robins $25,000.00
Alyson Epp, DNP KSU Wellstar School of Nursing Kennesaw $25,000.00
Ivie Combs, MSN Coastal Pines Technical College Jesup $25,000.00
Leigh Ann Reed, MSN Wiregrass Georgia Technical College Douglas / Fitzgerald $25,000.00
Cynthia Lauren Hogan, MSN North Georgia Technical College Clarkesville $25,000.00
Pamela Sue Jankowski, MSN-ED Wiregrass Georgia Technical College Valdosta $25,000.00

Samantha Bell, DNP Southern Crescent Technical College Griffin $25,000.00




The Georgia Board of Health Care Workforce offers the Georgia
Behavioral Health Loan Repayment Program (GBHLRP), providing
awards of up to $150,000 to mental health and substance use
professionals in exchange for four years of full-time practice (40

hours per week) in Georgia. The program is funded by the State of
Georgia.

Proposed Recipients are as Follows:

Name MHPSA Location County HPSA ID License Award Amount
Ralph Ogwotu, MSN, PMHNP Bibb / Fulton 7131878904 / 7134878251 Clinical Nurse Specialist $40,000
Laura Groth, MSN, PMHNP Emanuel 7137041684 Clinical Nurse Specialist $40,000
Dana Morgan, DNP, PMHNP Ware 7135421559 Clinical Nurse Specialist $80,000
Kelsey J. Stone, CSW Harris 7134093103 Clinical Social Worker $40,000
Michael Alexander Bilak, MD Dekalb 7138629437 Psychiatrist $150,000
Henry Zhang, MD Dekalb 7138629437 Psychiatrist $150,000
Tamika England, MEd, LPC Fulton 7138629437 Licensed Professional Counselor $40,000
Lauren N Chatham, MD Dekalb 7138629437 Psychiatrist $150,000
Irina Harris, PhD, LPC Dekalb 7138629437 Licensed Professional Counselor $80,000
Shruti Prathip, PsyD Dekalb 7138629437 Psychologist $80,000
Brandi Deneen Smith, PsyD Dekalb 7138629437 Psychologist $80,000
Matthew James McGoldrick, MSW Hall 7132797714 Licensed Master Social Worker $40,000
Sunday Volano, LPC Rabun 7132797714 Licensed Professional Counselor $40,000
Carrie Harden, LBA Wayne 7135083453 Licence Behavioral Analyst $10,000
TIffany Delice, MD Lowdes 7137425181 Psychiatrist $150,000
Chinasa Ogbobe, DNP, PMHNP Coweta 7136668597 APRN / DNP $80,000
Ugo Amalaha, MSN, FNP-C Coweta 7136668597 Clinical Nurse Specialist $40,000

Alternate Proposed Recipients:

Name MHPSA Location County HPSA ID License Award Amount
Angelle Forrester, CSW Lowdes 7137425181 Clinical Social Worker $40,000
Christa P. Raines, LPC Baldwin / Henry 7132346971 / 7138577680 License Professional Counselor $40,000
Jennifer Ann Edge, CSW Fulton 7134878251 Clinical Social Worker $40,000

Rugiatu Bahr, MSN, PMHNP Coweta 7136668597 / 7136668597 Clinical Nurse Specialist $40,000




The Georgia Board of Health Care Workforce administers the
Physician Assistant Loan Repayment Program (PALRP),
providing up to $10,000 per year in service-cancelable loan
repayment to Physician Assistants practicing in underserved

rural areas of Georgia. Awards are renewable for up to four
years and funded by the State of Georgia.

Proposed Recipients are as Follows:

Name County of Practice Specialty Award Amount Previous Awards

Claudia Strickland, PA-C Stephens Urgent care S 10,000.00 N/A
Sands Lee Mobley, PA-C Jeff Davis Pediatrics S 10,000.00 N/A
Taylor Grimmett, PA-C Rabun Family Medicine S 10,000.00 N/A
Joyce Lewis, PA-C Thomas Urgent Care S 10,000.00 2025
Randy Lee Hicks Jr, PA-C Jefferson Emergency Medicine S 10,000.00 N/A
Christina M Tidwell, PA-C Candler Family Medicine / Urgent Care S 10,000.00 2024, 2025
Ellen Ortlip, PA-C Oconee Urgent care S 10,000.00 N/A
Paige Yeomans, PA-C Liberty / Clinch Emergency Medicine / Urgent Care S 10,000.00 2024, 2025
Dilan Kalpesh Patel, PA-C Polk Family Medicine S 10,000.00 2025
James Fercilien, PA-C Oconee Vascular Surgery S 10,000.00 2023, 2024, 2025
Mylissa McGaha Gregory, PA-C Screven Hospitalist S 10,000.00 N/A
Elena Victoria Fercilien, PA-C Oconee Psychiatry S 10,000.00 2023, 2024, 2025
Philip Sangster, PA-C Oconee Psychiatry S 10,000.00 2025
Robert Earnest Sikes Jr, PA-C Jeff Davis / Appling Emergency Medicine S 10,000.00 N/A
Travis Hardin, PA-C Fannin Family Medicine S 10,000.00 2024
Ashleigh Lewis Johnson, PA-C Wayne Pain Management S 10,000.00 N/A
Miranda Lewis, PA-C Tift Internal Medicine S 10,000.00 2024, 2025




The Georgia Board of Health Care Workforce offers the Advanced
Practice Registered Nurse Loan Repayment Program (APRNLRP),
providing up to $10,000 per year in loan assistance to APRNs serving

in underserved rural areas of Georgia. Awards are service-
cancelable, renewable for up to four years, and funded by the State
of Georgia.

Proposed Recipients are as Follows:

Name County of Practice Specialty Award Amount Previous Awards

Juaquasha Hackley, MSN Laurens OB/GYN $10,000 N/A
Lauren Huggins, DNP McDuffie Primary Care $10,000 N/A
Jenna H Williams, MSN Bacon, Appling, Jeff Davis, Pierce Family Medicine $10,000 N/A
Kala Hodges, MSN Tift Gynecology $10,000 N/A
Angela Ashley Schneider, MSN Gilmer Family Medicine $10,000 N/A
Meghan Monsrud, MSN Gilmer Primary Care $10,000 N/A
Hannah Bius, MSN Decatur Family Medicine $10,000 N/A
Rebecca Ann Lewis, MSN McDuffie Primary Care / Urgent Care $10,000 N/A
Tracy Beck Pollock, MSN Laurens Urgent Care $10,000 N/A
Whitney Ward Garrett, MSN Laurens OB/GYN $10,000 N/A
Billy Joe Pitts Jr, MSN Bleckley Hospitalist $10,000 N/A
Meghan Kelley, MSN Wayne Family Medicine $10,000 N/A
Kimberly Phillips, MSN Toombs Pediatrics $10,000 N/A
Teri Jackson, MSN Polk Family Medicine $10,000 N/A
Jennifer Johnson Hays, MSN Chattooga Family Medicine $10,000 N/A
Jennifer Chapel Weeks, MSN Jefferson Primary Care / Urgent Care $10,000 2024
Morgan Thomas, MSN Laurens Primary Care $10,000 2025
Ronald Sean DeMeyer, MSN Jenkins Emergency Medicine $10,000 2025
Kristy Branch, MSN Crisp Pediatrics $10,000 2024
Tina Walker, MSN Ware Hospitalist $10,000 2025
Kristen Brooke Martin, MSN Ware Internal Medicine $10,000 2024, 2025
Lori Angelina Slocumb, MSN Tift / Colquitt Family Medicine / Pediatrics $10,000 N/A
Brandi Nichole Moorman, MSN Tift Pediatrics $10,000 N/A
Stephanie Merritt, MSN Coffee Urgent Care $10,000 N/A
Nalitia Zow, MSN Tift Family Medicine / Pediatrics $10,000 N/A
Israel Saucedo, MSN Tift Hospital Medicine $10,000 N/A
Karena Collins, MSN Peach Emergency Medicine $10,000 N/A
Aubreyanna S. Taylor, MSN Dodge / Telfair Family Medicine $10,000 N/A
Callie Hill, MSN Heard Public Health $10,000 N/A
Debra Diane Durden, MSN Washington Primary Care $10,000 N/A
Andrea Morgan, MSN Toombs Geratrics $10,000 2024, 2025
Timothy James Hardie, MSN Worth Primary Care / Urgent Care $10,000 N/A
Amy Michelle Whitley, MSN Coffee Internal / Family Medicine $10,000 N/A
Addie Gay, MSN Colquitt Pediatrics $10,000 N/A
Cassandra Hower, MSN Appling Family Medicine $10,000 2024, 2025
Courtney M Oakes, MSN Colquitt Family Medicine $10,000 2024
Christina Lee, MSN Colquitt Primary Care $10,000 2024
Tracy Lynn Garrett, MSN McDuffie Emergency Medicine $10,000 2023, 2024
Kimberly Nacole Clark, MSN Polk Primary Care $10,000 2025
Rebekah Marie Tucker, MSN Tift Family Medicine $10,000 2025
Kimberly Withrow, MSN Emanuel Internal Medicine $10,000 2025
Tara Hamilton, MSN Peach Emergency Medicine $10,000 2025
Ashley Adams, MSN Toombs OB/GYN $10,000 2025
Jina Lynn Ford, MSN Polk / Floyd Family Medicine / Hospitalist $10,000 2024



Mandi Purcell, MSN

Cathy Herrington, MSN

Janna T Phillips, MSN

Kristin Clifton, MSN

Mariela Castro Salgado, MSN
Kaelan Woodall Dawson, DNP
Grace McGinn, MSN

Heidi Trehern, MSN

Jeanilee Harbin, MSN
Brittany Sleek, MSN

Jessica L. Smith, MSN

Ashley Benitez, MSN

Jamie Johnson Crawford, MSN

Emanuel
Coffee
Coffee
Toombs
Decatur
Hart
Fannin
Haralson
Stephens
Haralson
Thomas
Haralson
Banks

Internal Medicine

Gynecology

Internal Medicine

Urgent Care / Allergy

OB/GYN

Primary Care / Internal Medicine
Primary Care / Family Medicine
Primary Care

Internal Medicine

Primary Care

Primary Care / Family Medicine
Urgent Care

Family Medicine

$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000

2025

N/A

2024, 2025
2024, 2025
N/A

N/A

N/A

2025

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A




The Georgia Board of Health Care Workforce offers the Advanced
Practice Registered Nurse Loan Repayment Program (APRNLRP),
providing up to $10,000 per year in loan assistance to APRNs serving

in underserved rural areas of Georgia. Awards are service-
cancelable, renewable for up to four years, and funded by the State
of Georgia.

Proposed Recipients are as Follows:

Name County of Practice Specialty Award Amount Previous Awards

Janna Moody, MSN Ware Pain Managment $10,000 N/A
Michael Christian, MSN Pickens Family Medicine $10,000 N/A
Traci Coyne, MSN Stephens Gynecology $10,000 2025
Taylor Andre, MSN Toombs OB/GYN $10,000 2024, 2025
Lawanda Williams, MSN Emanuel Family Medicine $10,000 2024, 2025
Matthew R. Hodges, MSN Appling Family Medicine $10,000 2024, 2025
Jessica Clark, MSN Wayne Psychiatry $10,000 N/A
Preston Allen Crawford, MSN Jeff Davis Family Medicine / Emergency Medicine $10,000 2025
Loreen Horine, MSN Liberty Psychiatry $10,000 N/A
Amber Brooke Blease, MSN Colquitt Urogynecology $10,000 N/A
Kristen Thomson, MSN Pike Pediatrics $10,000 N/A
Courtney Brooke, MSN Tift Infectious Disease $10,000 N/A
Valerie DeFoor, MSN Stephens Internal Medicine $10,000 2025
Kyle Sanders-Jefferson, MSN Tattnall Geratrics $10,000 2024
Regina Turner, MSN Thomas Family Medicine $10,000 N/A
Kylie Gantt, MSN Colquitt Pulmonology $10,000 N/A
Kelly Grummer-Smith, MSN Tift Pediatrics $10,000 2023, 2024, 2025
Kathleen LaFevers, MSN Habersham Internal Medicine $10,000 N/A
Joey Bullard, MSN Emanuel / Liberty Emergency Medicine $10,000 2023, 2024, 2025
Keely Paramo, MSN Colquitt Urogynecology $10,000 N/A
Kristin Benefield, MSN Union Hospitalist $10,000 N/A
Margaret Backstrom, MSN Union / Towns Emergency Medicine $10,000 N/A
Carrie Bowden, MSN Union Family Medicine $10,000 N/A
April Johnson, MSN Lee Pediatrics $10,000 N/A
Farah Smith, MSN Coffee Internal Medicine $10,000 2024
Robert Andrew Bell, MSN Toombs Cardiology $10,000 2025
Courtney Taibi, MSN Tift Gynecology $10,000 2025
Corlynda Jo Bloodworth, MSN Crisp Gastroenterology $10,000 2023, 2024

Alternate Proposed Recipients:

Name County Specialty Award Amount Previous Awards

Cala Brooke Tanner, MSN Tattnall Primary Care $10,000 2024, 2025
Jonathan Heslep, MSN Liberty Psychiatry $10,000 N/A
Morgan Mizell Eldridge, MSN Ware Pain Management $10,000 2024, 2025
Lindsay Ballard Capps, MSN Haralson Family Medicine $10,000 2024, 2025
Dawn Glisson, MSN Tift Emergency Medicine $10,000 2023, 2024, 2025
Mary Kathryn Ward, MSN Union Hospitalist $10,000 N/A
Valerie Cavaliere, DNP Thomas Interventional Cardiology $10,000 2024
Kristy Smith, MSN Schley Public Health - Health Department $10,000 N/A

Beverly Ann Criss, MSN Baldwin Psychiatry $10,000 2024




The Georgia Board of Health Care Workforce administers
the Dentists for Rural Areas Assistance (DRAA) Program,
providing up to $25,000 per year in service-cancelable
loan repayment to dentists practicing in underserved

rural areas of Georgia. Awards are renewable for up to
four years and funded by the State of Georgia.

Proposed Recipients are as Follows:

Name

County of Practice

Specialty

Award Amount

Previous Awards

Chauntell Pullman, DDS
Maxwell Bilderback, DMD
Shannon Pitman Bowers, DDS
Ryan Seerley, DMD

Christian Walker, DMD

Nick Brodak, DMD

Jennifer Christy, DDS

Alexis Willis, DMD

Courtney Camp Highsmith, DMD
Joshua Greenway, DMD
Benjamin Alverson, DMD
Madelyn Herrington, DMD

Oconee
Polk
Banks
Hart
Evans
Tattnal
Evans
Grady
Bryan
Berrien
Polk
Tattnal

General Dentistry
General Dentistry
General Dentistry
General Dentistry
General Dentistry
General Dentistry
General Dentistry
General Dentistry
General Dentistry
General Dentistry
General Dentistry
General Dentistry

$25,000
$25,000
$25,000
$25,000
$25,000
$25,000
$25,000
$25,000
$25,000
$25,000
$25,000
$25,000

N/A

2024, 2025
N/A

2025

2025

2025

2025

N/A

N/A

N/A
2023,2024, 2025
N/A




The Georgia Board of Health Care Workforce runs the
Georgia Dentist Education Loan Repayment Program
(GDELRP), providing up to $150,000 in service-cancelable
loan repayment over four years to providers delivering

direct patient care in underserved rural areas of Georgia.
The program is funded by the State of Georgia.

Proposed Recipients are as Follows:

Name County of Practice Specialty Award Amount

Ali Mohammadizadeh, DMD Oconee General Dentistry $150,000
Charles Spicer, DMD McDuffie General Dentistry $150,000
Elisse Mackay, DMD Oconee General Dentistry $150,000
Sarah Miesner, DMD Tattnall / Evans General Dentistry $150,000
Caroline Marlin, DMD Jasper General Dentistry $150,000
Lee Martin, DMD Tattnall General Dentistry $150,000




The Georgia Board of Health Care Workforce runs the Physicians for
Rural Areas Assistance (PRAA) Program, providing up to $25,000 per
year in service-cancelable loan repayment to physicians practicing in

underserved rural areas of Georgia. Awards are renewable for up to
four years and funded by the State of Georgia

Proposed Recipients are as Follows:

Name County of Practice Specialty Award Amount Previous Awards

Adeyinka Edward Adeniyi, MD Upson Cardiology / Internal Medicine $25,000 N/A
Nicholas Webster, MD Tift Pediatrics $25,000 N/A
Frederick Martinez, MD Toombs Internal Medicine $25,000 2025
Taylor Murray, DO Murray Family Medicine $25,000 N/A
Kevin John Timperman, MD Evans General Surgery $25,000 2024, 2025
Diana Blake, MD Oconee Internal Medicine $25,000 N/A
Joshua James Wickstrom, MD Candler Family Medicine $25,000 N/A
Robert Beveridge, MD Greene Emergency Medicine $25,000 2024, 2025
Lauri Wilkes Bullen, MD Laurens OB/GYN $25,000 2023, 2024, 2025
Barry Iguobadia, MD Crisp OB/GYN $25,000 N/A
Jacob Collier, MD Polk Family Medicine $25,000 N/A
Ravinderpal K. Gill, MD Habersham Internal Medicine $25,000 2024, 2025
Stewart D Warren, MD Berrien Primary Care / Urgent Care $25,000 N/A
Jesse Rockmore, DO Union Urology $25,000 N/A
Angela Muhammad, MD Baldwin Psychiatry $25,000 N/A
Marshall Akin, MD Toombs OB/GYN $25,000 N/A
Emily Wakefield Denney, MD Haralson Pediatrics $25,000 2025
Sarah Hardy Bouck, MD Thomas Pediatrics $25,000 2024, 2025
Caroline Musa, MD Emanuel Internal Medicine $25,000 2025
Michael Appeadu, MD Laurens Pain Management $25,000 2024, 2025
Jane Jurma, MD Pickens Pediatrics $25,000 2024
Alexander Karl Duggan, MD Oconee Family Medicine $25,000 N/A
Joseph Rondina, MD Habersham General Surgery $25,000 N/A
Jordan Grizzle, MD Union Family Medicine $25,000 N/A
Amanda Berry, MD Thomas Anesthesiology $25,000 2023, 2024, 2025
Robert Grant Hollenbeck, MD Thomas Anesthesiology $25,000 2023, 2024, 2025

Emily Ann Zealy, MD Bryan Internal Medicine / Pediatrics $25,000 N/A




The Georgia Board of Health Care Workforce offers the Georgia
Physician Education Loan Repayment Program (GPELRP),
providing up to $150,000 in service-cancelable loan repayment

over four years to dentists delivering direct patient care in
underserved rural areas of Georgia. The program is funded by
the State of Georgia

Proposed Recipients are as Follows:

Name County of Practice Specialty Award Amount

Francis Osondu Ogbobe, DO Dodge Emergency Medicine S 150,000.00
Guensley Ralph Delva, MD Ware Pain Management S 150,000.00
Payton Williams Haney, MD Jeff Davis Family Medicine S 150,000.00
Sophia Kirchhoff, DO Polk Family Medicine S 150,000.00
Thomas Prier Callier IV, MD Taylor Family Medicine S 150,000.00
Stephen Clements, MD Rabun Pediatrics S 150,000.00
Nelliena Young, MD Tift Pediatrics S 99,618.00






