Loan Repayment
Programs Report

Georgia Board of Health Care Workforce
Published Spring 2026




Table of Contents

Executive Summary
Table 1: GBHCW Loan Repayment Programs and Year of Initiation
Map 1: Eligible Counties for Loan Repayment Programs

Methodology

Overview of all Programs
Map 2: Number of Loan Repayment Awards by County, 2016 - 2025
Table 2: Number of Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2016 - 2025
Map 3: Eligible Counties with no Loan Repayment Recipients, 2016-2025

Figure 1: Comparison of All Loan Repayment Programs by Number of Years of Operation, 2016

Figure 2: Distribution of Recipients by Program, 2016-2025

Figure 3: Total Number of Years Recipients were Awarded, 2016 - 2025
Figure 4: Comparison of Number of Counties Served by Programs

Table 3: Overall Summary of Award Recipients by Rural County, 2016 - 2025

Table 4: Distribution of Person-Years of Healthcare Service to Each Georgia County by Program

APRN Program Analysis (Advanced Practice Registered Nurse)

Map 4: Number of APRN Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2017-2025

Map 5: Eligible Counties with no APRNLRP Recipients, 2016-2025

Table 5: APRN Recipients: Number and Percent Living in Rural County as of 2025 by Year

Figure 5: APRN Recipients: Number of Recipients by Number of Years Awarded, 2017-2025..19
DRAA Program Analysis (Dentists for Rural Areas Assistance Program)

Map 6: Number of DRAA Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2016-2025

Map 7: Eligible Counties with no DRAA Recipients, 2016-2025

Table 6: DRAA Recipients: Number and Percent Living in Rural County as of 2025 by Year

Figure 6: DRAA Recipients: Number of Recipients by Number of Years Awarded, 2016-2025 ..24

GBHPLRP Program Analysis (Georgia Behavioral Health Provider Loan Repayment Program)

Map 8: Number of GBHPLRP Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2025
GDELRP Program Analysis (Georgia Dentist Education Loan Repayment Program)

Map 9: Number of GDELRP Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2025
GPELRP Program Analysis (Georgia Physician Education Loan Repayment Program)

Map 10: Number of GPELRP Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2024-2025




Map 11: Eligible Counties with no GPELRP Recipients, 2016-2022
Table 7: GPELRP Recipients: Number and Percent Living in Rural County as of 2025 by Year ..33

GPLRP Program Analysis (Georgia Physician Loan Repayment Program)

Map 12: Number of GPLRP Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2016-2022

Map 13: Eligible Counties with no GPLRP Recipients, 2016-2022

Table 8: GPLRP Recipients: Number Still Actively Licensed as of 2025 by Year of Award
NFLRP Program Analysis (Georgia Nurse Faculty Loan Repayment Program)

Map 14: Number of NFLRP Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2016-2025
PALRP Program Analysis (The Physician Assistant Loan Repayment Program)

Map 15: Number of PALRP Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2017-2025

Map 16: Eligible Counties with no PALRP Recipients, 2016-2025

Table 9: PALRP Recipients: Number Still Actively Licensed as of 2025 by Year Awarded

Figure 7: PALRP Recipients: Number of Recipients by Number of Years Awarded, 2017-2025 .44
PRAA Program Analysis (Physicians for Rural Areas Assistance Program)

Map 17: Number of PRAA Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2016-2025

Map 18: Eligible Counties with no PRAA Recipients, 2016-2025

Table 10: PRAA Recipients License Status as of 2025, by Year

Figure 8: PRAA Recipients: Number of Recipients by Number of Years Awarded, 2016-2025...49

Acknowledgements




Executive Summary

This report marks the second systematic and longitudinal analysis of the
Georgia Board of Health Care Workforce’s service-cancellable loan
repayment programs. GBHCW currently administers programs for physicians,
dentists, physician assistants, advanced practice registered nurses,
behavioral health providers, and nurse faculty. See Table 1 below for each
program’s year of initiation.

Table 1: GBHCW Loan Repayment Programs and Year of Initiation

Year of
Program Program
Initiation
Georgia Physician Loan Repayment Program (GPLRP)

Physicians for Rural Areas Assistance Program (PRAA)

Dentists for Rural Areas Assistance Program (DRAA)

Physician Assistant Loan Repayment Program (PALRP)

Advanced Practice Registered Nurse Loan Repayment Program (APRNLRP)

Nurse Faculty Loan Repayment Program (NFLRP)

Georgia Behavioral Health Provider Loan Repayment Program (GBHPLRP)

Georgia Dentist Education Loan Repayment Program (GDELRP)

Georgia Physician Education Loan Repayment Program (GPELRP)

For this Loan Repayment report, we will focus on Fiscal Years 2016 to 2025.
There have been 501 total unique recipients of GBHCW’s loan repayment
programs during this time. As of 2026, loan repayment recipients have served
in 103 of Georgia’s 159 counties. In total, 72.7% of recipients are still licensed
in Georgia and practice in a rural county as of March 2026. Altogether, the loan
repayment programs have provided 1,079 person-years of healthcare service
to the State of Georgia.

The analyses included in this report give overviews of GBHCW loan repayment
programs, and for each program individually. We focus on where recipients




worked during their awards, the average length and amounts of the awards,
how many recipients are still licensed and practicing in rural or underserved
counties as of March 2026, and which eligible counties have not had
recipients practicing there.

Map 1: Eligible Counties for Loan Repayment Programs

The following map shows the eligible practice counties for APRNLRP, DRAA,
PRAA, PALRP, and GPELRP (counties with 50,000 or fewer in population):

All Counties Eligible for Loan Repayment Programs
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Methodology

The data for these analyses come from GBHCW’s archives of loan repayment
contracts since each program’s inception. We created a database of all
individual loan repayment recipients by extracting recipient name, loan
repayment program awarded, practice location, amount of award, and year of
award for all contracts on file during the years 2016-2025.

Once this information was collected, we matched licensure data to each
individual recipient, including: current licensure practice address and current
licensure status (active or lapsed). By combining contract data and licensure
data, we were able to analyze whether recipients still practice in the county of
award.




Overview of all Programs

Map 2: Number of Loan Repayment Awards by County, 2016 - 2025

Number of Loan Repayment Awards by County, 2016 - 2025
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*Note: The map above shows all person-year awards; individual awardees are counted for as many
years as they received awards.




Table 2: Number of Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2016 - 2025

Loan Repayment Program Name

APRN | DRAA GBHP GDE GPE GP* NF PA

Number of Years of
Program Operation

Total Individual Recipients

Number of Counties Served 59 28 30 17 28 33 57

Note: The charts on the next pages visually display the metrics provided above, which compare GBHCW'’s loan repayment programs.
*Note: The GPLRP program was in operation from 1992 to 2022. It is the only program in this analysis which is no longer in operation.




Map 3: Eligible Counties with no Loan Repayment Recipients, 2016-2025

V

Eligible Counties with no Loan Repayment Recipients, 2016-2025

Mclntosh

The counties highlighted in the Map 3 are eligible for a GBHCW loan
repayment program but have not had any awardees practicing there for the
years 2016-2025.




Figure 1: Comparison of All Loan Repayment Programs by Number of Years of
Operation, 2016 - 2025

Number of Years of Program Operation
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Georgia Board of Health Care Workforce’s longest running programs are PRAA
(32 years), GPLRP (30 years), and DRAA (19 years). Newer programs include
GBHPLRP and GDELRP, which began in 2025, and NFLRP and GPELRP, which
beganin 2024.




Figure 2: Distribution of Recipients by Program, 2016-2025

Distribution of Recipients by Loan Repayment Program,
2016-2025
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Note: 12 loan payment recipients received awards for 2 different loan programs.




Figure 3: Total Number of Years Recipients were Awarded, 2016 - 2025

Distribution of Years Recipients were Awarded,
2016 - 2025
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Note: 1 recipient received the full 4-year award for GPELRP and 2 years for PRAA.
Note: 12 recipients received 2 different loan repayment awards.




Figure 4: Comparison of Number of Counties Served by Programs

Number of Counties Served by Programs

APRNLRP PRAA PALRP DRAA NFLRP GPELRP GPLRP  GBHPLRP  GDELRP

In total, GBHCW'’s loan repayment programs have served 103 Georgia
counties. 89 of those counties are rural. Within each program analysis below,
maps are included to show which eligible counties have had recipients and
which have not during the period 2016-2025.




Table 3: Overall Summary of Award Recipients by Rural County, 2016 - 2025

Loan
Repayment
Program

APRNLRP

Non-Rural
Award
Counties

Percentage
Non-Rural

3%

Rural Award
Counties

Percentage
Rural

Total
Counties
Served

PRAA

0%

PALRP

0%

DRAA

4%

NFLRP

39%

GPELRP

0%

GBHPLRP

78%

GDELRP

0%

GPLRP

0%

17

Total

14

14%

89

Note: 12 recipients are counted under two loan repayment programs.

Note: NFLRP does not have a rural practice requirement. GBHPLRP’s eligibility uses Georgia’s
Mental Health Provider Shortage Area (MHPSA) map, which can be found on the program eligibility
webpage at https://healthcareworkforce.georgia.gov/georgia-behavioral-health-provider-loan-
repayment-program.



https://healthcareworkforce.georgia.gov/georgia-behavioral-health-provider-loan-repayment-program
https://healthcareworkforce.georgia.gov/georgia-behavioral-health-provider-loan-repayment-program

The table below displays how many person-years of healthcare service each
county has received as a result of GBHCW'’s loan repayment programs since
2016. Counties highlighted in purple are rural (population below 50,000
people as of 2020 Census data). Of Georgia’s 159 counties, 119 are rural. Of
those 119 rural counties, 89 (74.8%) have at least one loan repayment
recipient, while 30 (25.2% of rural counties) have no loan repayment
recipients. Rural counties are highlighted in purple.

Table 4: Distribution of Person-Years of Healthcare Service to Each Georgia
County by Program

Total
County LU DRAA GBHP GDE GPE GP PA PRAA  Person Rural
- Years
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APRN Program Analysis (Advanced Practice Registered
Nurse)

Established by Georgia’s General Assembly in the Rules and Regulations of
the State of Georgia, Chapter 195-16, the Georgia Board of Health Care
Workforce administers an annual award of up to $10,000 to Advanced
Practice Registered Nurses (APRNSs). Eligible APRNs include certified nurse
midwives, certified registered nurse anesthetists, and certified nurse
practitioners who provide primary care and/or mental health services.

The APRN Loan Repayment Program is a service-cancelable loan initiative
designed to assist APRNs in repaying outstanding educational debt.
Participants may receive up to $10,000 per year. Initial contracts are awarded
for one year and may be renewed for up to three additional one-year terms, for
a maximum total award of $40,000 over four years.

Eligibility Requirements:

- Applicants must be legal residents of the United States and graduates
of a nursing education program accredited or provisionally accredited
by a nationally recognized nursing accrediting body, qualifying them for
licensure by the Georgia Board of Nursing.

- Applicants must also hold an unrestricted APRN license issued by the
Georgia Board of Nursing and be employed in a practice that actively
serves Medicaid patients.

- Applicants must provide direct patient care in medically underserved or
rural areas within Georgia. Full-time employment is required, defined as
a minimum of 40 hours per week, including at least 32 hours of direct
patient care. The remaining hours may be dedicated to administrative
responsibilities.




Map 4: Number of APRN Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2017-2025

Number of APRN Loan Repayment Recipients by County,
2017-2025
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Map 5: Eligible Counties with no APRNLRP Recipients, 2016-2025
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There have been 166 unique APRN Loan Repayment recipients, spanning the years
2017 to 2025. Map 4 above displays the 59 counties in which recipients have
practiced on the condition of their award, while Map 5 shows the eligible counties
where no APRNLRP recipients have practiced since 2017. The following table
shows the number of recipients awarded per year and their licensure and practice
location status as of 2025.

Table 5: APRN Recipients: Number and Percent Living in Rural County as of
2025 by Year

APRN Loan Repayment Program

Number of Number Living in a

Year of Award Recibients Rural County as of
P 2025+

2017 11 11 100%

Percent Living in Rural
County as of 2025

2018 22 22 100%

2019 21 21 100%

2020 25 25 100%

2021 22 22 100%

2022 21 21 100%

2023 46 46 100%

2024 81 79 98%

2025 82 81 99%

Note: As of 2025, all recipients are currently licensed. 59 recipients remain in the counties where
they were awarded, the remaining 105 have moved to other counties in Georgia, and 1 has moved
out of state. Out of the 164 recipients, 162 are still in rural areas, and 2 are in counties that are not
considered rural.




The figure below displays how many recipients were awarded for 1 to 4 years (4
years being the maximum number of possible award years). The average recipient
got the award for 1.9 years.

Figure 5: APRN Recipients: Number of Recipients by Number of Years
Awarded, 2017-2025

Total APRN Recipients by Number of Years Awarded
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DRAA Program Analysis (Dentists for Rural Areas
Assistance Program)

The Dentists for Rural Areas Assistance Program (DRAA) was an initiative
established to aid dentists in repaying their educational loans acquired during
dental school. The Dentists for Rural Areas Assistance Program offers loans of
up to $25,000 per year that can be canceled through service. Contracts are
awarded for one year and can be renewed for a maximum of four years.

Eligibility Requirements:

- Applicants must have graduated from an accredited graduate dental
program or have provisional accreditation by the American Dental
Association’s Commission on Dental Accreditation.

- Applicant must have an unrestricted dental license by Georgia Board of
Dentistry.

- Applicant must hold or be in the process of receiving a Medicaid

Provider Number in Georgia and actively engage in treating Medicaid
patients.




Map 6: Number of DRAA Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2016-2025

Number of DRAA Loan Repayment Recipients by County,
2016-2025
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Map 7: Eligible Counties with no DRAA Recipients, 2016-2025

Eligible Counties with no DRAA Recipients, 2016-2025
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There have been 49 unique DRAA Loan Repayment recipients, spanning the years
2016 to 2025. Map 6 above displays the 28 counties in which recipients practice on
condition of their award, while Map 7 displays the eligible counties where no DRAA
recipients have practiced. The following table shows the number of recipients
awarded per year and their licensure and practice location status as of 2025.

Table 6: DRAA Recipients: Number and Percent Living in Rural County as of
2025 by Year

DRAA Loan Repayment Program

Number of Number Living in Rural Percent Living in Rural
Recipients County as of 2025 County as of 2025

2016 8 8 100%

Year of Award

2017 8 7 88%

2018 12 11 92%

2019 12 12 100%

2020 15 14 93%

2021 12 11 92%

2022 12 12 100%

2023 12 12 100%

2024 10 10 100%

2025 8 8 100%

*Note: As of 2025, 48 recipients are currently actively licensed, and 1 recipient is in a lapsed-late
renewal period. 14 recipients remain in the counties where they were awarded, and the remaining
35 have moved to other counties in Georgia. Of the 35 recipients who moved to different counties,
34 are still in rural areas, and 1 is in a county not considered rural.




The chart below displays how many recipients were awarded for 1 to 4 years (4
years being the maximum number of possible award years). The average recipient
got the award for 2.2 years.

Figure 6: DRAA Recipients: Number of Recipients by Number of Years
Awarded, 2016-2025

Total DRAA Recipients by Number of Years
Awarded, 2016-2025
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GBHPLRP Program Analysis (Georgia Behavioral Health

Provider Loan Repayment Program)

The Georgia Behavioral Health Provider Loan Repayment Program (GBHPLRP)
was introduced by Senate Bill 480, which was passed by the Georgia General
Assembly in 2024. It is a service-cancelable loan repayment program
provided to mental health and substance use professionals who desire to
practice in underserved and unserved geographic areas or communities in
Georgia. “Unserved Geographic Areas or Communities” are defined as a
Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA) in Mental Health as identified by
the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), a department of
the U.S. Health and Human Services.

This program was created to recruit and retain behavioral health professionals
by offering loan repayment up to $150,000 for serving in underserved regions.
Targeted roles for this program are psychiatrists, psychologists, licensed
clinical social workers, counselors, and therapists.

Eligibility Requirements:

- Applicants must be licensed with no restrictions and in good standing to
practice in Georgia by the Georgia Composite Medical Board or the
appropriate licensing Board under the Georgia Secretary of State's
Office.

Applicant agrees to practice full-time, as defined in Rule 195-27-.01(19)
in a Board-approved practice location in an unserved geographic area or
community in Georgia designated by the Georgia Board of Health Care
Workforce.

Applicants must not restrict Medicaid or PeachCare recipients as part
of their patient panel.

Applicants must not have other contractual service obligations, such as
National Health Service Corps Scholarships or Military Service
Obligations.




Applicants must have mental health or substance use professional
education or undergraduate loans for repayment in good standing and
must not have any loans in default status even if the creditor now
considers the defaulted loan to be in good standing.

Note: Previous award winners in any GBHCW loan repayment program will be considered if the
previous award(s) total less than $50,000.




Map 8: Number of GBHPLRP Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2025

Number of GBHPLRP Loan Repayment Recipients
by County, 2025
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2025 is the inaugural award year for GBHPLRP. There were 17 GBHPLRP Loan
Repayment recipients in 2025. The map above displays the 9 counties in which
recipients practice on the condition of their award.




GDELRP Program Analysis (Georgia Dentist Education
Loan Repayment Program)

The Georgia Dentist Education Loan Repayment Program (GDELRP) was
introduced by House Bill 872, which was passed in 2024. The Georgia Dentist
Education Loan Repayment program is a medical professional service
cancelable loan program awarded to dentists who serve rural and
underserved areas. Listed in the Rules and Regulations of the State of
Georgia, Chapter 195-14, “Rural and Underserved Areas” are defined in the
Rules and Regulations as the rural counties in Georgia with a population of
50,000 or less.

Eligibility Requirements:

- Applicants must be licensed to practice dentistry in Georgia by the
Georgia Board of Dentistry.

Applicant must agree to practice full-time (a minimum of forty hours per
week) in a Board-approved practice location in a rural community in
Georgia designated by the Georgia Board of Health Care Workforce.

Applicant must maintain a Georgia Medicaid number and actively treat
Medicaid patients.

Lastly, applicant must not have other current contractual service
obligations, such as National Health Service Corps Scholarships or
Military Service Obligations.




Map 9: Number of GDELRP Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2025
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2025 is the inaugural award year for GDELRP. There were 3 GDELRP Loan
Repayment recipients in 2025. The map above displays the 3 counties in which
recipients practice on the condition of their award.




GPELRP Program Analysis (Georgia Physician
Education Loan Repayment Program)

The Georgia Physician Education Loan Repayment Program was initiated and is
authorized under O.C.G.A. 8 49-10-3(2) and O.C.G.A 8 31-34-1 through O.C.G.A. 8§
31-34-9. Itis established to award service cancellable financial loans to physicians
who desire to practice in rural communities of Georgia.

The recipient of this award receives up to $150,000. The recipient must complete a
48-month commitment working full-time in Georgia county with a population of
50,000 or less.

Eligibility Requirements:

- Applicants must have graduated from an accredited graduate medical
education program that has received accreditation or provisional
accreditation by The Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical
Education or the American Osteopathic Association.

- Applicant must have an unrestricted medical licensure by the Georgia
Composite Medical Board.

- Applicant must hold a Medicaid Provider Number in Georgia and
actively engage in treating Medicaid patients.




Map 10: Number of GPELRP Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2024-
2025

Number of GPELRP Loan Repayment Recipients by
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Map 10, above, displays where GPELRP recipients have practiced, while Map 11,
on the next page, shows the eligible counties where no GPELRP recipients have
practiced.




Map 11: Eligible Counties with no GPELRP Recipients, 2016-2022

Eligible Counties with no GPELRP Recipients, 2024-2025
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There have been 21 GPELRP Loan Repayment recipients, spanning the years 2024
to 2025. The following table shows the number of recipients awarded per year and
their licensure and practice location status as of 2025.




Table 7: GPELRP Recipients: Number and Percent Living in Rural County as of
2025 by Year

GPELRP Loan Repayment Program

Year of Award Nun.1b.er of Actively Licensed Lapsed License
Recipients

2024 8 8

2025 13 13




GPLRP Program Analysis (Georgia
Physician Loan Repayment Program)

The Georgia Physician Loan Repayment Program (GPLRP) was a program funded by
the State of Georgia and a grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services Health Resources and Services Administration. It provided a service-
cancelable loan of up to $25,000 per year for a two-year period.

The GPLRP program was administered by GBHCW from 1992 to 2022. Awards are
no longer being disbursed for this program.

Eligibility Requirements:

- This program was limited to physicians and aimed at those physicians
practicing the specialties of family medicine, internal medicine,
pediatrics, OB/GYN, geriatrics, or psychiatry in a Health Professional
Shortage Area (HPSA) located in a qualifying county.

Participants could elect to re-apply for additional funding to be awarded
on an annual basis for two additional years for a maximum of four years
and $100,000.




Map 12: Number of GPLRP Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2016-2022

Number of GPLRP Loan Repayment Recipients by
County, 2016-2022

Count - .
1 2

1

Gilmer
1

Powered by Bing
© GeoNames, Microsoft, TomTom

Map 12, above, displays where GPLRP recipients have practiced. Map 13, on the
next page, shows the eligible counties where no GPLRP recipients have practiced.




Map 13: Eligible Counties with no GPLRP Recipients, 2016-2022

Eligible Counties with no GPLRP Recipients, 2016-2022
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Table 8: GPLRP Recipients: Number Still Actively Licensed as of 2025 by Year
of Award

GPLRP Loan Repayment Program

Year of Award Nun:|b.er of Actively Licensed Lapsed License
Recipients

2016 8

2017 12

2018 8

2019

2020

2021

2022




NFLRP Program Analysis (Georgia Nurse Faculty Loan

Repayment Program)

The Georgia Nurse Faculty Loan Repayment Program (GDELRP) is a service-
cancelable loan repayment initiative aimed at aiding Nurse Faculty in repaying
their educational loans while obtaining their Masters or Doctoral Degree.

The service-cancelable loan of $25,000 is made over two years.

- Year 1 amount = lesser of 40% of total award or $10,000
- Year 2 amount = lesser of 60% of total award of $15,000

Eligibility Requirements:

- Applicants must possess a Masters or Doctoral Degree in Nursing.

- Applicant must be currently employed and have been employed for 1
year as faculty in the University System of Georgia, an institution subject
to paragraph (10) of subsection (a) of Code Section 20-3-250.3, or Unit
of the Technical College System of Georgia in a position that requires an
advanced degree in professional nursing.




Map 14: Number of NFLRP Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2016-2025

Number of NFLRP Loan Repayment Recipients by
County, 2024-2025
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There have been 36 NFLRP Loan Repayment recipients, spanning the years 2024 to
2025. The map above displays the 28 counties in which recipients practice on the
condition of their award.




PALRP Program Analysis (The Physician Assistant Loan
Repayment Program)

The Physician Assistant Loan Repayment Program assists Physician
Assistants in repaying their educational loans acquired in school. This
program offers loans of up to $10,000 per year that can be canceled through
service provided that the recipient practices in underserved rural areas of
Georgia.

Contracts are awarded for one year and are renewable for a maximum of four
years.

Eligibility Requirements:

- Applicants must have graduated from an accredited Physician Assistant
education program or have provisional accreditation by the
Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician
Assistant.

- Applicant must practice with a Medicaid Provider in Georgia and
actively treat Medicaid patients.




Map 15: Number of PALRP Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2017-2025

Number of PALRP Loan Repayment Recipients by County,
2017-2025
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Map 16: Eligible Counties with no PALRP Recipients, 2016-2025

Eligible Counties with no PALRP Recipients, 2016-2025
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There have been 69 PALRP Loan Repayment recipients, spanning the years 2017 to
2025. Map 15, above, displays the 33 counties in which recipients practice on
condition of their award. Map 16 displays the eligible counties where no PALRP
recipient has practiced on condition of their award .The following chart shows the
number of recipients per year:

Table 9: PALRP Recipients: Number Still Actively Licensed as of 2025 by Year

Awarded

Year of Award

PALRP Loan Repayment Program

Number of
Recipients

Number Active as of
2025

Number Lapsed as of
2025

2017

5

5

2018

17

17

2019

20

20

2020

25

25

2021

22

21

2022

21

21

2023

21

21

2024

20

20

2025

21

21

Note: As of 2025, 68 recipients are active and 1 recipient's license has lapsed.




The figure below displays how many recipients were awarded for 1 to 4 years (4
years being the maximum number of possible award years). The average recipient
got the award for 2.5 years.

Figure 7: PALRP Recipients: Number of Recipients by Number of Years
Awarded, 2017-2025

Total PALRP Recipients by Number of
Years Awarded
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PRAA Program Analysis (Physicians for Rural Areas
Assistance Program)

The Physicians for Rural Areas Assistance (PRAA) Program in Georgia was
initiated in 1994 to address rural doctor shortages. It aids physician
applicants in repaying their educational loans acquired during medical
school. It offers a $ 25,000-per-year loan that can be canceled through
service, provided the recipient practices in underserved rural areas of Georgia
with populations of 50,000 or fewer.

Contracts are awarded for one year and are renewable for a maximum of four
years.

Eligibility Requirements:

- Applicants must have graduated from an accredited graduate medical
educational program or provisional accreditation by the Accreditation
Council for Graduate Medical Education or the American Osteopathic
Association.

Applicant must have an unrestricted medical license by the Georgia
Medical Composite Board.

Applicant must hold a Medicaid Provider Number in Georgia and
actively engage in treating Medicaid patients.




Map 17: Number of PRAA Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2016-2025

Number of PRAA Loan Repayment Recipients by
County, 2016-2025
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Map 18: Eligible Counties with no PRAA Recipients, 2016-2025

Eligible Counties with no PRAA Recipients, 2016-2025
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There have been 134 PRAA Loan Repayment recipients, spanning the years 2016 to
2025. The maps above display the 57 counties in which recipients practice on the
condition of their award and the eligible counties where no PRAA recipients
practiced. The following chart shows the number of recipients per year:

Table 10: PRAA Recipients License Status as of 2025, by Year

PRAA Loan Repayment Program

Number of Recipients | Number of Recipients with
Who Are Still Active Lapsed or Expired License

2016 26 26 0

Year of Award Number of Recipients

2017 29 26 3

2018 36 32

2019 37 34

2020 48 44

2021 37 35

2022 36 35

2023 39 38

2024 35 34 1

2025 22 22 0

Note: As of 2025, 127 recipients are currently actively licensed, 6 recipients’licenses are lapsed,
and the remaining 1 recipient has an expired license.




The figure below displays how many recipients were awarded for 1 to 4 years (4
years being the maximum number of possible award years). The average recipient
got the award for 2.5 years.

Figure 8: PRAA Recipients: Number of Recipients by Number of Years
Awarded, 2016-2025

Total PRAA Recipients by Number of Years
Awarded

o
]
ke
=
s
<
(2
=
3
>
Y
(o]
—
)]
Q
S
=)
Z

20 30

= Number of Recipients




Acknowledgements

This report has been produced under the direction of Chet Bhasin, Executive
Director; Leanna Greenwood, PhD, Data Team Manager; Briana Harris, MBA,
Data Analyst; and G.E. Alan Dever, MD, PhD, Consultant. This document is
provided to the Georgia Board of Health Care Workforce members on behalf
of Executive Director Chet Bhasin.

Board Members:

William R. "Will" Kemp - Chair

Lily Jung Henson, M.D. - Vice Chair
Steven Gautney, MSHA - Secretary/Treasurer
James Barber, M.D.

Garrett Bennett, M.D.

Carolyn Clevenger, DNP

Michael J. Groover, D.M.D.

Indran Indrakrishnan, M.D.

Amy Reeves, PA-C

James Lofton Smith, Jr., M.D.
Joseph L. Walker, M.D.

William Fricks, M.D.

Kitty Carter-Wicker, M.D.

Terri McFadden-Garden, M.D.
Cecil Bennett, M.D.

The Loan Repayment Report can be downloaded at
healthcareworkforce.georgia.gov. The Georgia Board of Health Care
Workforce welcomes comments and suggestions for future editions of this
report. Please send comments to leanna.greenwood@dch.ga.gov.




	Executive Summary
	Table 1: GBHCW Loan Repayment Programs and Year of Initiation
	Map 1: Eligible Counties for Loan Repayment Programs

	Methodology
	Overview of all Programs
	Map 2: Number of Loan Repayment Awards by County, 2016 - 2025
	Table 2: Number of Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2016 - 2025
	Map 3: Eligible Counties with no Loan Repayment Recipients, 2016-2025
	Figure 1: Comparison of All Loan Repayment Programs by Number of Years of Operation, 2016 - 2025
	Figure 2: Distribution of Recipients by Program, 2016-2025
	Figure 3: Total Number of Years Recipients were Awarded, 2016 - 2025
	Figure 4: Comparison of Number of Counties Served by Programs
	Table 3: Overall Summary of Award Recipients by Rural County, 2016 - 2025
	Table 4: Distribution of Person-Years of Healthcare Service to Each Georgia County by Program

	APRN Program Analysis (Advanced Practice Registered Nurse)
	Map 4: Number of APRN Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2017-2025
	Map 5: Eligible Counties with no APRNLRP Recipients, 2016-2025
	Table 5: APRN Recipients: Number and Percent Living in Rural County as of 2025 by Year
	Figure 5: APRN Recipients: Number of Recipients by Number of Years Awarded, 2017-2025

	DRAA Program Analysis (Dentists for Rural Areas Assistance Program)
	Map 6: Number of DRAA Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2016-2025
	Map 7: Eligible Counties with no DRAA Recipients, 2016-2025
	Table 6: DRAA Recipients: Number and Percent Living in Rural County as of 2025 by Year
	Figure 6: DRAA Recipients: Number of Recipients by Number of Years Awarded, 2016-2025

	GBHPLRP Program Analysis (Georgia Behavioral Health Provider Loan Repayment Program)
	Map 8: Number of GBHPLRP Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2025

	GDELRP Program Analysis (Georgia Dentist Education Loan Repayment Program)
	Map 9: Number of GDELRP Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2025

	GPELRP Program Analysis (Georgia Physician Education Loan Repayment Program)
	Map 10: Number of GPELRP Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2024-2025
	Map 11: Eligible Counties with no GPELRP Recipients, 2016-2022
	Table 7: GPELRP Recipients: Number and Percent Living in Rural County as of 2025 by Year

	GPLRP Program Analysis (Georgia Physician Loan Repayment Program)
	Map 12: Number of GPLRP Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2016-2022
	Map 13: Eligible Counties with no GPLRP Recipients, 2016-2022
	Table 8: GPLRP Recipients: Number Still Actively Licensed as of 2025 by Year of Award

	NFLRP Program Analysis (Georgia Nurse Faculty Loan Repayment Program)
	Map 14: Number of NFLRP Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2016-2025

	PALRP Program Analysis (The Physician Assistant Loan Repayment Program)
	Map 15: Number of PALRP Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2017-2025
	Map 16: Eligible Counties with no PALRP Recipients, 2016-2025
	Table 9: PALRP Recipients: Number Still Actively Licensed as of 2025 by Year Awarded
	Figure 7: PALRP Recipients: Number of Recipients by Number of Years Awarded, 2017-2025

	PRAA Program Analysis (Physicians for Rural Areas Assistance Program)
	Map 17: Number of PRAA Loan Repayment Recipients by County, 2016-2025
	Map 18: Eligible Counties with no PRAA Recipients, 2016-2025
	Table 10: PRAA Recipients License Status as of 2025, by Year
	Figure 8: PRAA Recipients: Number of Recipients by Number of Years Awarded, 2016-2025

	Acknowledgements

