Georgia Board of Health Care Workforce
Board Meeting
July 23, 2026
University of Georgia School of Medicine
Athens Georgia

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 8:03 a.m.

Board Members Present:

Mr. William "Will" Kemp — Chair
Dr. Lily Henson — Vice Chair

Mr. Steven Gautney — Secretary/Treasurer
Dr. James Barber

Dr. Garrett Bennett

Dr. Carolyn Clevenger

Dr. Michael Groover

Dr. Indran Indrakrishnan (Virtual)
Mrs. Amy Reeves

Dr. James Lofton Smith (Virtual)
Dr. Joseph L. Walker

Dr. William Fricks

Dr. Cecil Bennett

Board Members Absent:
e Dr. Kitty Carter-Wicker
e Dr. Terri McFadden

Staff Present
e Mr. Chet Bhasin, Executive Director
e Mr. Freeman Montaque, Finance and Budget Manager
e Ms. Ashley Hambrick, Finance and Budget Assistant
e Mrs. Alex Dave-Moses, External Affairs and Program Manager
e  Mr. William Hamilton, Communications Specialist
e Dr. Leanna Greenwood, Data Team Manager
e Mr. Augustine Agbontaen, Data Analyst
e Ms. Briana Harris, Data Analyst
e Ms. LePrissa Moore, Data Researcher
e Mr. David Proferes, Rural Health Transformation Program Manager
e Ms. Cherri Tucker, Board Consultant

Staff Absent
e Ms. Alice Chen, Data Analyst (Absent)



Summary Of Board Actions

Approval of Agenda:
On motion (Barber/Henson), the meeting agenda was approved by unanimous consent.

On Motion (Henson/Barber), the minutes of the April 23, 2026 Board Meeting and Executive
Session were approved by unanimous consent.

On Motion (Henson/Barber), the Spotlight on UME in Georgia Report, 2024 Primary
Care/Core Specialty Physician Fact Sheets, and the 2026 Medical School Graduate Survey
Report were approved by unanimous consent to be posted on the website.

On Motion (Gautney/Barber), The proposed rule changes for the existing loan repayment
programs were approved by unanimous consent to be released for public comment.

On Motion (Henson/Barber), The proposed rules for the Optometry Loan Repayment Program
were approved by unanimous consent to be released for public comment.

On Motion (Henson/Walker), The proposed rule changes for the Medical School Capitation
Program were approved by unanimous consent to be released for public comment.

On Motion (Henson/Gautney), the annual loan repayment metrics for ranking loan repayment
applications were approved by unanimous consent.

On Motion (Barber/Henson), the Board voted unanimously to enter into Executive Session at
10:48 a.m. to discuss matters permitted under the Georgia Open Meetings Act.

On Motion (G. Bennett/Henson), the Board voted unanimously to exit from Executive Session
at 11:14 a.m. and return to the public meeting.

On Motion (Reeves/Henson), the Board unanimously approved the variance/waiver of rule
request for Kelsey Stone to void her Georgia Behavioral Health Provider Loan Repayment
Contract.

On Motion (Henson/Groover), the Board unanimously voted to defer a final decision on the
variance/waiver of rule request for Kristina Kruse, MD, until its January 2027 meeting and have
her submit an update no later than January 15, 2027.

On Motion (Gautney/Henson), the Board unanimously approved the variance/waiver rule
request for Brandi Smith to void her Georgia Behavioral Health Provider Loan Repayment
Contract.

On Motion (Gautney/Henson), the Board unanimously denied the variance/waiver rule request
for Lindsey Burnett, MD and requested additional information be submitted by October 15, 2026
to be reviewed at the October 2026 Board meeting.

On Motion (Garrett/Gautney), the Board unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting.



